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A Study of the Development of the Indigenous Tourism
Industry in Lai-yi township, Pingtung County

Mao-Chou Hsu®", Han-Ping Yen?

Abstract In recent years, the trend of leisure and tourism industry is
soaring high due to the economic growth. People tend to experience the
primitive life and nature instead of wander around randomly. Hence,
visiting the Indigenous villages is often chosen as a priority. Nevertheless,
the inconvenient traffic and the losing population of the youth are
responsible for the disappearing of the traditional tribal cultures and
custom. Hence, only by promoting the preservation of the Indigenous
cultures will the tourism industry be everlasting.

The purpose of the study is to develop a sustainable industry of
Indigenous tourism by means of investigating the current status of the
Paiwan villages in Pingtung County. All of the cultures and resources are
classified into the following types-food, accommodations, transportations,
education, traditional arts and crafts, natural resources and analyzed by
using the observation and concluding the developing types among the
Indigenous villages in Ping-tung County. The result will be used as a
reference to the tourism development of Lai-Yi township. It is suggested
that the Indigenous tourism industry in Lai-Yi township should combine
the tribal culture and eco-tourism by activating the unity of the villagers
in order to develop economic and cultural growth within the villages.

Keywords: Indigenous tourism, Indigenous industry.
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