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Study on the Historical Pedigree of the Lottery Development
in Taiwan

Chun-Hsuan Chen?, Guo-Bin Zhao?, Ching-An Chien?

Abstract The sequential release of Taiwan government bonds, Patriotic
lottery, Happy lottery, Public Welfare Lottery, and Sport lottery, along with
the resultant wave of purchase for fun, has made the betting and consumption
of various lotteries a part of the daily life and collective memory of the
Taiwanese people. With the government as the controller and under the effects
of media advertisement, the gaming lottery has transformed from an “illegal
gamble” into a “legal game” -- a social pattern. With the concepts of historical
sociology and the analysis of historical structure, this study makes a
phenomenological analysis of the lottery development in Taiwan, aiming to
get acquainted with the overall historical pattern of the lottery development in
Taiwan. According to the research results, the National Government and
previous ruling authorities all raised funds for various national constructions
and welfare in the name of patriotism, concern, public interest and sport. All
the profits generated in the release of the lotteries were used to purchase
various types of military equipment, support social welfare, enhance public
health, increase national pension, and develop sports. It is undeniable that the
release and sale of the lotteries in history could temporarily alleviate national
or local fiscal problems, but it also resulted in an increase in gamble, social

crime, familial problems, and public intention of speculation.

Keywords: patriotic lottery, public welfare lottery, sports lottery
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